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the guidance of the Lower House, were deaf to these arguments. They were pledged by oath to be true and faithful to the Lord Protector, and not to contrive anything against his lawful authority, and they were careful to keep the word of promise to the ear. But they insisted on discussing the Petition and Advice over again, taking nothing for granted which had been done during their absence. " Unless you make foundations sure, it will not do your work," said Haslerig. " We who were not privy to your debates upon which you made your resolutions should have liberty to debate it over again/' added another. With great acuteness they fixed upon the authority of the new Second Chamber as the point of attack, denied it to be a House of Lords as Cromwell styled it, and insisted that its proper title, according to the Petition and Advice, was " the other House."
If it were suffered to call itself a House of Lords, it would claim all the legislative and judicial powers the old Lords had possessed : and then what would become of the rights of the people? The people, said Scot, had been by the providence of God set free from any authority which could exercise a veto on their resolutions. " Will they thank you, if you bring such a negative upon them ? What was fought for, but to arrive at a capacity to make your own laws ? " " The Commons of England," chimed in Haslerig, " will quake to hear that they are returning to Egypt." For seven whole sittings these debates continued, and the Lower House refused to have any dealings with the Upper House till this question was decided.